
 

 
1st CEPR Applied Micro-Economic History Workshop, 

Heidelberg, February 7-8, 2025 
 

Schedule 

 

Friday, 07 February 2025 

9:30am – 10:00am          Registration and Welcome  

 

10:00am – 12.00pm 

Session 1-A – WW2 and its consequences (Room: Wien/Zürich/Rom) 

Jochen Streb (U Mannheim): “How the West was Settled. The Location Choice of East German 
Companies Migrating to West Germany after World War II”   

Joachim Voth (U Zurich): “Image(s)” 

Sebastian Braun (U Bayreuth): “Exposure to World War II and Its Labor Market Consequences over the 
Life Cycle”  

 
Session 1-B – Structural Change/Mobility (Room: Kopenhagen/Mailand) 

Ziming Zhu (LSE): “Grim Up North? Regional Intergenerational Mobility across England, 1881-1911”  

Marc Goñi (U Bergen): “Gender-biased technological change: Milking machines and the exodus of 
women from farming” 

Aapo Stenhammar (U Bonn): “Tensions of Structural Change: Evidence from Finland's Field 
Reservation Policy”  

 

12:00pm – 1:30pm     Lunch 
 
 

 
1:30pm – 3:30pm 



 

Session 2-A – Labor (Room: Kopenhagen/Mailand) 

Joe Price (Brigham Young University): “Like A Good Neighbor: “The Role of Neighbors in Career Choice” 

Casper Worm Hansen (U Copenhagen): “Labor-Market Effects of Introducing the 8-Hour Workday” 

Nikolaos Prodromidis (U Duisburg-Essen): “Working hours and workers’ health: Evidence from a 
national experiment in Sweden” 

Ann-Kristin Becker (U Cologne): “Industrialization and the return to labor: Evidence from Prussia” 

Session 2-B – Religion (Room: Wien/Zürich/Rom) 

Paul R. Sharp (U Southern Denmark): “Assimilate for God: The Impact of Religious Divisions on Danish 
American Communities” 

Neil Cummins (LSE): “The Rise, Decline, and Determinants of Belief in God. England, 1300-1900” 

Alan Fernihough (QUB): “Protestantism and Human Capital: Evidence From Early 20th Century Ireland” 

Mara Squicciarini (Bocconi): “De-Polarizing Politics: The Role of Jesuits in the French Parliament” 

3:30pm – 4:00pm             Coffee Break (TBA) 
 

4:00pm – 5:30pm 

Session 3-A – Human Capital (Room: Wien/Zürich/Rom) 

David De La Croix (UC Louvain): “Seeds of Knowledge: Premodern Scholarship, Academic Fields, and 
European Growth” 

Francesco Cinnirella (U Bergamo): “Books Go Public: The Consequences of the Expropriation of 
Monastic Libraries on Innovation” 

Steven Nafziger (Williams College): “The Political Economy of Schooling in Late Imperial Russia” 

Session 3-B – Health/Demographic Transition (Room: Kopenhagen/Mailand) 

W. Walker Hanlon (Northwestern U): “How Successful Public Health Interventions Fail: Regulating 
Prostitution in Nineteenth Century Britain” 

Sophie Li (U Southern Denmark): “Germ Theory at Home: The Role of Private Action in Reducing Child 
Mortality during the Epidemiological Transition” 

Johann Ohler (LSE): “Build Back Better Health: Public Housing and the late-19th Century Mortality 
Transition” 

 
6:30pm   Dinner  

(Oskar Restaurant & Vinothek; Haspelgasse 5, 69117 Heidelberg; https://oskar-hd.de/en/) 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x4797c10646140117:0x871b06e98ae441fa?sa=X&ved=1t:8290&ictx=111
https://oskar-hd.de/en/


 

Saturday, 08 February 2025 
 

10:00am – 12.00am 

Session 4-A – Political Economy: Institutions and Norms (Room: Wien/Zürich/Rom) 

Felix Kersting (HU Berlin): “Industrialization, Returns, Inequality” 

Jonathan Chapman (U Bologna): “Justices of the Peace: Legal Foundations of the Industrial 
Revolution” 

Guohui Jiang (U Zurich): “No Fairness, No Cooperation: Draft Dodging by the Rich and 
Voluntary Enlistment in World War II”  

Gemma Dipoppa (Brown U): “The Logic of State Surveillance: Evidence from a Century of 
Italian Dissidents” 

 

Session 4-B – Innovation (Room: Kopenhagen/Mailand) 

Alexander Donges (U Mannheim): “The Consequences of Radical Patent-Regime Change” 

Gaia Dossi (LSE): “Return Innovation: The Knowledge Spillovers of the British Migration to the 
United States, 1870–1940” 

Sabrina Di Addario (Bank of Italy): “Women inventors” 

Moritz Lubczyk (Rockwool Foundation, Berlin): “The Ms. Allocation of Talent” 

 
12:00pm – 1:30pm     Lunch    
 
 

1:30pm – 3:00pm 
 
Session 5-A – Gender gap/Female Opportunities/Academia (Room: Wien/Zürich/Rom) 

Fabian Waldinger (LMU): “Climbing the Ivory Tower: How Socio-Economic Background Shapes 
Academia” 

Davide M. Coluccia (U Bristol): “Liberation Technology? The Impact of the Sewing Machine on 
Women” 

Paula E. Gobbi (ECARES, ULB): “Inheritance Customs, the European Marriage Pattern and 
Female Empowerment” 

 



 

 

Session 5-B – Discrimination (Room: Kopenhagen/Mailand) 

Andrea Bernini (Oxford): “Black Empowerment and White Mobilization: The Effects of the 
Voting Rights Act” 

Sebastian Ottinger (CERGE-EI, Prague): “Racial Discrimination and Lost Innovation: Evidence 
from US Inventors, 1895–1925” 

Richard Bluhm (U Stuttgart): “Sorting or Siting? Evidence from the 1930s Residential Security 
Maps” 

3:00pm – 3:30pm             Coffee Break (TBA) 
 

3:30pm – 5:00pm 

Session 6-A – AI (Room: Wien/Zürich/Rom) 

Wolfgang Keller (U Colorado Boulder): “Text to Data: A Machine Learning Approach to 
Historical Chinese Documents” 

Fabian Wahl (WU Vienna): “Constructive Destruction? How Allied Bombing facilitated 
Germany’s Rise to Riches”   

Bruno Caprettini (U St. Gallen): “You only weave twice: Industrial espionage and growth in XIX 
century France” 

 
Session 6-B – Finance/Trade (Room: Kopenhagen/Mailand) 

Kilian Rieder (Austrian National Bank): “The Comparative Effects of Financial Stability Policies”  

Kris Mitchener (Santa Clara): “Does Rebranding Work?  Evidence from History” 

Joseph Enguehard (Ecole Normal Supérieure De Lyon): “The Political Costs of Taxation”  

 
End of Conference 

6.30pm          Informal Dinner  
(Vetter's Alt Heidelberger Brauhaus, Steingasse 9, 69117 Heidelberg) 

 
 
Instructions for Presenters: 
Each paper receives a 30-minute time slot – 20 minutes for presentation and 10 minutes for 
general discussion. The last presenter acts as session chair and timekeeper. Please also bring 
your own presentation on a USB-stick.  
 

https://www.brauhaus-vetter.de/de


 

 
 
 
 
Please send any questions to the organizers:  
Philipp Ager (philipp.ager@uni-mannheim.de) 
Nina Boberg-Fazlic (nina.bobergfazlic@tu-dortmund.de)  
Sibylle Lehmann-Hasemeyer (slehmann@uni-hohenheim.de)   
Bruno Caprettini (bruno.caprettini@gmail.com)  
 
 
Important Information: 
 
How to get to Heidelberg: 
 
From Frankfurt Airport to Heidelberg Main Station 
Train: https://maps.app.goo.gl/MfoQdxwB4YuTst288  
 
How to get from the Train Station to the Hotel: 
 
From the Train Station (Heidelberg Main Station) to the Hotel NH Collection Heidelberg 
(Bergheimer Staße 91, 15 min walk) 
Walk: https://maps.app.goo.gl/zTuPwqEvm1U3VDUw7 
 
 
How to get to the dinners: 
 
From Hotel to the Conference Dinner (Feb 7, 2025) 
(ca. 30 min walk through the nice downtown, or 15 min by Bus) 
Walk: https://maps.app.goo.gl/MexnC6LhcEcHaixc6 
Bus: https://maps.app.goo.gl/zTuPwqEvm1U3VDUw7 
 
 
From Hotel to the Informal Dinner (Feb 8, 2025) 
(ca. 30 min walk through the nice downtown, or 15 min by Bus) 
Walk: https://maps.app.goo.gl/s7sKfeDVFaTdbixq8 
Bus: https://maps.app.goo.gl/VSPdRjeTDRHcA5Hh9  
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